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A rare document: A book found in the Vigo County Courthouse attic show pages of the Register of Negroes and Mulattoes kept from 1853 to 1863. 


Vigo officials uncover 
Register of Negroes 
and Mulattoes’ in 
courthouse attic 


By CINDY DOBBS 
TRIBUNE-STAR 


It is difficult to imagine what thoughts raced 
through the mind of young Lucinda Singleton on 
the day she came to the Vigo County Courthouse in 
1853 to register with the clerk of the circuit clerk. 

What is known is the 11-year-old of Terre Haute 
was there to have her name listed in the county's 
“Register of Negroes and Mulattoes” 

Negro registries were required by law in Indiana 
from 1853 to 1863 under Article 13 of the Indiana 
Constitution. 

For more than 100 years, the Vigo County reg- 
istry laid beneath court records covered with cob- 
webs and dust in the county courthouse attic. It 
resurfaced in the fall, slightly brittle and worn, but’ 
with all 122 names still legible. 

“We knew these registries existed at one time,” 
said William Mansard, Vigo County Clerk. “We 
had been on the lookout for years hoping we 
would come across it and quite by surprise found 
it” 

Article 13 or the Negro Exclusionary Clause out- 
lawed African-Americans from settling in Indiana 
after the adoption of the 1851 state constitution. 
The law also required anyone of African descent, 
including those classified as mulattoes, to register 
with the county clerk. Clerks were given the power 
to call witnesses to vouch for registrants and to 
ше а certificate of registration for those who qual- 
ified. 

The Vigo County registry lists the age, place of 
birth, date of registration, township of residence of 
each person and their description as negro, mulatto 
or octoroon (a person of one-eighth Negro ances- 
try). Other counties’ registries also included person- 
al information like scars, height and weight. 

22 “How much black blood you had in you made 
you a Negro,” said Coy D. Robbins, who has written 
about six books on African-American history in 

- Indiana. “No matter what you looked like” 

Anyone employing African-Americans who vio- 
lated the act could be fined, according to Robbins 
“Indiana Negro Registers 1852-1865” 

“Indiana was an important part of the under- 

КІМ НЫЛ МЕТІНЕ. ады H Tattered: Vigo County Clerk William Mansard looks at the Register of Negroes and Mulattoes found in the attic 
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rian and archivist Jerry Handfield of the State of the courthouse. The book has a broken binding and several of the pages have come loose. 

Archives Commission on Public Records in Indi- “А man of color could not testify against a white іс,” Handfield said. “Some of them were destroyed 

anapolis. . man,” Robbins said. “If a white man said you were іп the 19th century, some burned in courthouse 
“When they had people looking for fugitive a runaway slave you had no proof” fires, some thrown away” 

slaves they literally would come across the border The Civil War and the Emancipation Proclama- Only 14 other registries have been located in 

and seize people who fit the description. It was tion ended the practice of forcing African-Ameri- Іпйапа. The ages of the people listed оп the Vigo 

important if you were walking across the road in cans to register in Indiana. However, the state did County registry range from 2 to 72. ! 

Indiana that you have some sort of identification” not officially repeal the clause until 1881, Robbins Mansard plans to send the registry to the State 
The passage of the Fugitive Slave Act in 1850 said. Archives Commission on Public Records. The names 

allowed any citizen in the United States to capture The registry is a valuable resource tool for fami- will be placed on microfilm and on the Internet, 

and return an escaped slave to the South. The act lies tracing their history. Handfield said. 

also placed fines as high as $1,000 on anyone “There’s only a small number of counties that “We should have everything that we have up 


нг Caught assisting escaped slaves. these have been located and available to the pub- and available by the end of 1999,” Handfield said. 
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REGISTER OF NEGROES AND MULATTOES 1853 ТО 1863 


ANN ELIZABETH 
WETHRO | 7 70МЛАТТО JULY 2, 1853 YES 
MARY Т A rma GOIN HONEY CREEK TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN JOHN EVERES 
NELSON [46 МОАТТО —__ АМАКУ 28.1860 | _ [GRILFORDCO-NC_ [HONEY CREEK TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN JACOB D. EVERLY 
(CALVIN, =| Sd AQ MULATTO MARCH 23, 1863 
IGO CO, TERRE HAUTE-IN 
| AMANDA 11 MULATTREP RUSH CO-IN 
6 BROOKS AUGUSTUS | |S MULATTO YES 
8 BROOKS [BENJAMIN || 13, MULATTO WULY 9, 1853 
5 BROOKS JOHN | 45 MULATTO JULY 9, 1853 YES 
6 BROOKS KINCHEN | | 5МАТПО 7 ,ЛУ91827 Ес 7 ШНСЫ [HARRISON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN [THOMAS WALKER | 
6 BROOKS LUCY | 35 MULATTREP JULY 9, 1853 YES МОВТНАМРТЕМ- NC [HARRISON TWNSHIP, VIGO СОЈМ ТНОМА5 WALKER _ | 
8 BROOKS WILLIAM TQ MULATTO JULY 9, 1853 YES RUSHCOIN HARRISON TWNSHIP, VIGOCO-IN [THOMAS WALKER 
3___IBROWN JOHN 52 NEGRO JUNE 18, 1853 YES 
12 [BUTCHER AMES 37 NEGRO FEBRUARY 28, 1853 DINWIDDEE CO-VA 77 ШМТОМТУ/МӨНІР, VIGOCO-IN ss JOELH. KESTER 
3 BUTLER VILLIAM 1 МЛПО JUNE 18,1853 ЕС 7 NEWDERSEY (TERRE HAUTEAN (WILLIAM BURTON 
| |7 casey James |2 | ЯМЛАПО МАҢЫН: —~——=SPARKECO-IN——=S=SSS«TERREHAUTEN == NOHN BARNES 
10 (ОНАМ5 JOHN WESLEY 31 MULATTO 2201-77 WHATHAMCO-NC COTTER CREEK TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN [DAVID BELL 
i И8 ICHISLEY ICURTIP 54 |OCTAROON MARCH 28, 1863 (CUMBERLAND CO-NC 1 РБКАІМЕТОМ TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN МАСОВ OGLE, JR 
| [18 ICHISLEY JAMES В 34 ОСТАВООМ 
| |8 [CHISLEY MARIA 17 |OCTAROON MARCH 28, 1863 
| 18 CHISLEY ROBERT | 19ОСТАНООМ MARCH 28, 1863 
usa tO teas CHISLEN, WILLIAM ae) т 2ЛАЮФТАВООМ MARCH 28, 1863 ~ (CUMBERLAND CO-NC_ __IPRAIRIETON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN _ JACOB OGLE. JR 
| 2 (CLARK FRANCIS 
(БЕ WILLIAM | 39 МАТО 7 ІММЕН,18527 VES 
| #7 БОСА ТКҮОЕЕЗВ | | 41МЛАТТО MARCH 24, 1863 WHITE CO-IL 7 ТЕКАЕНАЦТЕЧМ WILLIAM. STEWART | 
| 38 MULATTO MARCH 24, 1863 
4 |CRUTCHER ALEXANDER | | Q0INEGRO 7 (ДМЕ20,1853 ES SPENCERCO-KY ss ТЕККЕНАЏТЕЈМ _ТНОМАЅ J BOUME 
| 18 (DAVIS ELIZA To 17МЛАІ0 APRIL 25, 1863 
| B EVANS GEORGE 
19 {GREEN EDWARD | | МО0 MAY 26,1863 (| ~~—~—'(INORTHCAROLINA™——SNEVINSTWNSHIP,VIGOCOIN, | — ë | 
| 9_|HARRIS (CHARLOTTE 55 MULATTO FEB 23, 1857 
| FEB 28, 1863 
| [11___ HARRIS ELIZABETH | REENE CO-IN 
11 HARRIS IGEORGE 18 INEGRO FEBRUARY 28, 1863 arn TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
12 HARRIS HARDEN | 22INEGRO FEBRUARY 28.1863) [SURREY CONC [INTONTWNSHIP, 4000044 ОЕ. Н. KESTER | 
11 [HARRIS HENRY | 15МЕО0 FEBRUARY 28, 1863/ |Б0ВВЕҮ CO-NC 
11. HARRIS WACOB 54 INEGRO FEBRUARY 18, 1863 RANVILLE CO-NC 
|2 HARRIS RACHEL DELANY SURREY CO-NC 
3 HARRIS SARAH EMILY | J9 MULATTO FEB 1, 1860 |7 МАМАШАШ TERRE HAUTE-IN CHAMBERS T PATTERSO 
O Bono a “Қамау жан” 
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REGISTER OF NEGROES AND MULATTOES 1853 TO 1863 


9 [JACKSON 1. ГФМАО |7 ë 
2. [ACKSON SOLOMON [| | 4 NEGRO 7 |ДМЕ16,1853 ҮЕ5 
10 (ОнН45ОМ АМБ!АУ | | 18РАКММАПО ë T O — ë | Bn /ТЕӨЕНАЛЖН 7  [GEORGEFRIPLEY | 
10 JOHNSON АМ ЕАС  |18М00- 12-777  [ERREHAUTEVIGOCOIN [TERREHAUTE  — 7 АМ.ЕОЗБАА | 
ONES REDDING I | З0МЕСКО JUNE 15, 1853 YES 
PAGE |А5ТМАМЕ _FIRSTNAME INITIAL AGE [DESCRIPTION PLACE OF BIRTH 
19 LOCKLEAR LAURA ANN | |18 МЕСАО МАУ 13, 1863 МАКЕ СО-МС 7 МСОСО,ТЕНКЕ HAUTE-IN 
росам Rese ыы ses +> Pre ae MYERS 
19 [LOCKLEAR PENELOPE | | 42 МЕСКЕР 7 OCTOBER9.1863 | 7. ~(HALIFAXCONC Ss HARRISON TWNSHIP J MYERS 
19 LOCKLEAR РЕЕООҮ | 4М00 77 mynis | | МЖЕСОЯС-- 7 МСОСО.ТЕКЕЕНАЛЕМ  ВЕОАЖ | 
(9 LOCKLEAR, ЈА VOHN || 7М4АПЦ0 2 MAY 13, 1863 ALABAMAH  Д7ДдДҙә7д17цМСОСО.ТЕНЕЕНАЛЕМ  ВБЕОАЖ | 
19 LOCKLEAR. JR JOHN || {6|BROWNMULATTO.___ [OCTOBER9, 1863 ISSOURI 
18 _LOCKLEAR,SR JOHN | | 53МДЛАТТО MAY 13, 1863 НАГАҒАХ CO-NC 7 МСОСО,ТЕНВЕ НАЛЕМ |B. F. CLARK 
19 ТОСКІБАН,5Ң [JOHN |1! 53.МЛАТТО ААК) OCTOBER 9, 1863 ALAFAX CO-NC 
1 LOFTEN PRIMES | 2 NEGRO 7 (Д/МЕ18,1853 YES 
12 ___ MANUAL EPHRAIM | | 64МЛАТ0 FEBRUARY 28 1863 SAMPSONCO-NC [UNTON TWNSHIP, VIGOCO-IN JOEL. KESTER | | || 
2 МАША [JOHN ROBERTS | 14 ВЕІСНТ MULATTO FEBRUARY 28, 1863| 7 [SAMPSONCO-NC_  LINTONTWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN___[JOELH. KESTER | 
12 МАМУА THANIE | 5 MULATO FEBRUARY 28, 1863| 7 БАМР5ОМ СО-4С- 7 ІМТОМТУ/МӘНІР, VIGO СОЈМ _ /ОБІН KESTER _ | | 
16 MANUEL  АМы [| 24MULATTO MARCH 10,1863 | [SAMPSONCONC —— LINTONTWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN JOHN. MURPHY | 
48 MULATTO 
(11 IMANUEL CHRISTOPHER | | 62MULATTO 7 |FEBRUARY, 1863 SAMPSONCO-NC [LINTON TWNSHIP. МСО CO-IN_ [JOELH. KESTER | | 
17 MANUEL EFFERSON | 14 MULATTO MARCH 10, 1863 SAMPSONCO-NC  |LINTONTWNSHIP, М600044 1 (ОНМО.МИЕРНУ | 
(6 МАЙЫ КВА 12 | 1ТМАДАТТО 
186 MANUEL MARY A 2 12МЛА,0 7 МАЯСН10,1863 
П ManueL МАЛА || 60МЛАПО 
15 МАМЕ БАН |12 f 23МШАТТО MARCH 9, 1863 RICHMOND CONC [LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO СОЈМ [JOEL H. KESTER 
16 MANUEL Тл Menr —— — NONS  LNTONTWNSHE VGO CON Dor D. MURPHY 
16 MANUEL ATT 1 БЗ МАТО MARCH 10,1863 | БАМР5ОМСОМС [INTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN [JOHN D. MURPHY _ | 
16 MANUEL ZAPOAH || 19МЛАТТО MARCH 10, 1863 | 7 [SAMPSONCO-NC [LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN JOHN D. MURPHY 
3 MATTHEWS [JOHN | SS MULATTO 
4 MILLER, M.D. _|GEORGE П SWEGRO |м 20, 1853 YES 
S___MITCHEL _LEMUEL | | SOMULATTO  |ШМЕ25,1453 [ves [ORANGE CO-NC__ [LOST CREEK TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN__MARVINMHICKCOX__ || 
17 MITCHELL DAVO [WINCHESTER | 15 NEGRO MARCH 24, 1863 77 БИШМАМСЫМ [TERRE HAUTE-JIN WILLIAM. STEWART |)” 
2 MITCHELL (GEORGE | | _25|NEGRO JUNE 17, 1853 YEs JRALEIGHWAYCO-NC 7 ТЕНЕНІЛЕ-  (ОНМВЯТОМ || 
5 MITCHELL _ ЕКЕМАН || ІМ. [JUNE18 1853 YES 
7 МОКСАМ (ШАМ | | МЛПО 77 aucusTa, 1853 YES LOUISBURG, NC [OTTER CREEK TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
17 MORRIS Sse — $a MARCH 23, 1863 | [PARKE COIN LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
7 NEWSOM BETSEY | БО MULATTRESS AUGUST 6, 1853 IVES 
7 NEWSOM HENRY А [| ssNecro AUGUST 6, 1853 YES 68ЕЕМОО-МС HARRISON TWNSHIP, VIGOCO-IN_[STEPHENH. TAYLOR | 
18 PARKER HENRY [~ J Necro APRIL 15,1863 | [ORANGECO-IN HONEY CREEKTWNSHIP-N [BYRON DEMING 
7 кен: мА | |«ЯМмӨ0 (кетін |6 ДӨЛ - 7 МСОСО.ТЕЯНЕНАЛЕМ  PACOBDEARLY | 
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| ; l REGISTER OF NEGROES AND MULATTOES 1853 TO 1863 


11 _ [ROBERTS ARCHIBALD | | 49/МЕСКО FEBRUARY, 1863 | JORANGECO-NC 7 (ІМТОМТІМӘНІР, VIGO CO-IN____ WOEL H. KESTER | 
|0 ROBERTS —ELVELINA E G e E 4М060- Т FEBRUARY, 18637 | 
15 _ RUSSEL BRINTLEY |2 | 51 МЛАТТО 2 7... = МААСН, 1863 RICHMOND CO-NC 
15 JRUSSEL JOHN pee” Ga alas |“МЫШЛАТТО- 72777” March 7--- 1 
15 RUSSEL MARTHA | | 42 МШАТТО = MARCHO, 1863 ANSON CONC ИТО TASH ИСО CoN - 0, Н. KESTER 
15 [RUSSEL MARY | 8МЛАП SC IMARCH9, 1863 RICHMOND CO-NC 
(5 [RUSSEL REBECCA | 20MULATTO MARCHO, 1863 | RICHMOND CO-NC 
585 RUSSEL МІШАМ | 17 МШАТТО MARCH 9, 1863 | [WARREN CO-OH 
16 RUSSEL WIMSEY mas e ЧӘМШАТТО МСО CO-IN LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
ia Rose ЕТІ o Ofc И CO-IN 
14 IRUSSELL ELIZA АМ | 13 MULATTO  MARCH7,1863 | MGOCO-N LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
a RUSSELL р ao — ман а ——— a o OES — 
(5 RUSSELL (АМ8 E {| 23MULATTO 7 МАҢСН7482-|) RICHMOND CO-NC 
14 2 MULATTO MARCH 7, 1863 | MGOCO-IN CLINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
14 IRUSSELL 4 MULATTO MARCH 7,1863 [| MGOCO-IN 
(4 RUSSELL MARANDA [ELIZABETH | 6МЛАТО [MARCH7, 1863 | VIGO CO-IN LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
13 [RUSSELL MEANY WANE 17 T TE A — A) EOWA E A ЕЕ "71 
#3 RUSSELL [SARAH | | 32 MULATO MARCH, 1863 | JANSONCONC 2 |МТОМТММӘНІР, VIGOCO-IN JOEL. KESTER | 
18 -RUSSELL ~ WALDEN M m. 38 MULATTO MARCH 7,1863 | [RICHMOND CO-NC [LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN____[JOELH. KESTER | | 
10___ SCOTT SIVIUS С 46 MULATTO, 5 1/2 TALL, MARCH 25.1861 7 МАҮМЕСОКҮ/ OTTER CRK TWNSHIP, VIGO СОЈМ |АМРПТЕМОМЫ | 
ІР ж,” 9р5 TNA, СООО ТАГИЕВ Uy O bA WLA eee 7 а БИМЕН 
Lo ee | (T a ———— 
а eee а.а. 2 Т ытта нт ЕЛІ BO | и МН ne J.) or a o 
Қ — Eee —tanes Ss ESBS o MUEG 88 рез MECKLENBURG COVA TERRE HAUTE _____THOMAS SBURNE __ 
|0 [STEWART [EDWARD AMES |24060 7 (ДМЕ2ЛГ | MGOCOIN 7 ПЕККЕНАШТЕ ——— RICHARDBLAKE 
p |SUVAN JOHN | | 2М060777 БЕРТІ,182  Ү65 JOWENCOUNTY [HARRISON TWNSHIP, VIGO СО-М 
10 [THOMAS FRANCIS JAMELIA | 20МЕОКО FEBRUARY, 1863 | ЦИМТОМТУ/МӨНІР, VIGO CO МСООСЫ [OELH KESTER | 
f0 THOMAS ЈОН М | 14NEGRO FEBRUARY, 1863 | [LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGO CO [LINTON TWNSHIP, VIGOCO-IN [JOEL H. KESTER | 
10 {THOMAS __БАМЏЕЫ || 20NEGRO EDWARDS CO-IL 
П aowa ——BaRAH ра арто o o a o раан TWNSHIP, ИСО СО  |ИМТОМ TWNSHIP, VIGO CO-IN 
7 MHOMPSON [GEORGE | | 23МЛАТТО JUNE 27,1854 NYES — |FLEMINGCO-kKY MGO CO, TERRE HAUTE-IN___ NACOBDEARLY | 
8 [REVAN WILLIAM, | | 5 MULATTO [SEPT23,1854 [SEPT 25, 1854 |CHATHAWCO-NC_  НАВНІ5ОМТУ/МӘНІР, VIGOCO-IN_[DAYTONDCENDIT |; 
8 TURNER JOHN, 1 | 30MuLaTro 7 (00108Е69,1456 [YES [FREDERICK CO-MD_ HARRISON TWNSHIP, VIGOCO-IN JAMES A. MODESETT | 
8 TURNER MARY С: 134ЯМЛАП0 NOVEMBER 1,1836 YES 
В TURNER Ы ТТ WtaTTO NOVEMBER ЫЫ А — Наса А Т LAER ou 
13 [UNDERWOOD ARMSTEAD | ЯМЛАТ0 МАҢСН7142:| 77 БІ(СНМОМОСОМС 7 |ІМТОМТИМӘНІР, VIGOCO-IN OHNO. MURPHY | 
13 [UNDERWOOD (М 127 58MULATTO  МАҚСН7,185322-| 
(3 JUNDERWOOD [LOUISA МАМА | 12МШАТТО MARCH 7,1863 | 
03 UNDERWOOD МОН RICHARDSON | 18/MULATTO MARCH7, 1863 || VIGO CO-IN 
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REGISTER OF NEGROES AND MULATTOES 1853 TO 1863 


|7 WALKER HENRY [| | 21 МОБАТТО-СЕЕМ ЅАҮЅТНЕ [| 
ШЕШІ er Г ЬН MATTO HAS UVEO [| REE МСМ "мез гл 02-2 
ИР” аа” тағы” “ТЕЛІ ТЕМ ШШПІ5ОМЕЗОв МОН | % | РЕ ЕТКЕН, > а-ы: 2. 
БІТ м 237 Еле” | a DOESNOTANOWANYIHING, 222 | O Шал "ЕССІЗ ЕР Мы Se ee 
аа ee арты“ Л | 2 рОТИМЕОВМЕНІ 9 [CS iS) | Ғалы rea ee ae 
Бет дсн 2 ДОА ЕС ОКНӘШЕЕШІНОЕН [Le | O TAN жы ЖЕН a oe ВЕДИ 1: - 
TAFA ІС” ts ee е ЕІНІКНЕСАНЧОНЕб | O PM 7 ИЛЫ Б. eee eee See .. 
ir RS PIACEORERIH ЈНІВГАКЕ |20 | ЫА ғыс "ее... 
2 WILSON ABRAHAM [21 NEGRO JUNE 17, 1853 
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